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Year-end Message  

Dear Colleagues  

This year has been unexpectedly challenging for 

all of us, both professionally and personally. We 

were faced with the sad loss of colleagues,   

family and friends, which included our           

Vice-president, Dr Andre Marais. The COVID-19  

pandemic has impacted all aspects of activities 

around the world. It has been overwhelmingly 

demanding for academia and healthcare       

systems. Besides many repercussions, the   

pandemic has accelerated the digitalization   

processes, leading to many events moving to  

on-line platforms, or being cancelled or postponed till better times. It was no   

different for the SASBCP. The annual conference and the elections have had 

to be postponed to 2021. EXCO is currently looking at suitable possibilities, 

however, the situation remains fluid with the uncertainty of yet another peak. 

Despite the many difficulties we have faced, we continued with our activities 

within the Society, at our respective institutions, nationally, internationally, as 

well as with PharfA and IUPHAR. We celebrated the achievements of our 

members who were promoted, graduated and received prestigious              

accolades. A hearty congratulations once again! 

I take the opportunity to express my sincere thanks and appreciation for your 

involvement in the profession and moving our fraternity forward!  

Finally, with the hope that we will overcome this ongoing crisis together, I 

send you my best wishes for forthcoming holidays and a happy and          

successful start in 2021. Please keep yourself and your loved ones safe and 

healthy. 

Best wishes 

Vanessa 



 November 2020  

Call for Manuscripts  

AJHPE Special Focus Issue   

“Innovations in Health Professions Education during the COVID

-19 era”   

Guest edited by Dr. Champion N. Nyoni (University of the Free 

State), Dr. Werner Cordier (University of Pretoria), and Dr. Liz 

Wolvaardt (University of Pretoria)  

 

COVID-19 was declared a global pandemic in March 2020, resulting in various      

strategies aimed at reducing transmission. Consequently, planned learning and 

teaching activities were disrupted and in some cases halted in many higher             

education institutions in Africa. Educators, administrators, and students integrated 

innovations to their practice and/or research in health professions education during 

the COVID-19 pandemic.  The AJHPE calls for manuscripts for a special focus issue 

on “Innovations in Health Professions Education during the COVID-19 era”.   

We are interested in the descriptions of innovations 

to educational practice and/or educational research 

within health professions education during the 

COVID-19 era. Authors can submit their manuscripts 

as either a short report or a full paper.   

“Why I will never go back to my old practice” – Short 

report guidelines    

The purpose of the section is for authors to reflect 

on innovations to their educational practice and/or 

research during the COVID-19 era. The report should 

be up to 1500 words and need not have ethics     

clearance. The following guidelines should be         

followed for short reports for this special focus issue:  

Recommended headings   

Why was the idea necessary? (What was the problem) - What was tried? 

(Intervention) - The lessons learnt  - What will I keep in my practice  - What will I not 

do   - Evidence of innovation (QR Code). 

 



 

 

All short reports for this Special focus issue will be expected to be submitted with a 

QR code that links to a three-minute video that reflects the evidence of the innova-

tion being reported. Authors are asked to show evidence of their innovation in the 

form of videos, artefacts, collages, etc.   

 

For tips on how to make a video and QR code, follow the link   

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1xcKzgOm70HqDvZ9Ed0zzmdFpcQdjyoNC/view?

usp= sharing   

 

Full manuscripts/ Research   

Manuscript submitted as full-research papers should have ethics clearance from an 

accredited institution or ethics body or ethics committee. These manuscripts 

should be maximum of 3000 words excluding abstract and bibliography.   

Research articles should typically describe the background, methods, results, and 

conclusion of an original research study that is aligned to the theme of the special 

focus issue.  

 

The article should contain the following headings.   

Structured abstract  - Introduction - Methods - Results - Discussion - Conclusion  

 

Refer to www.ajhpe.org.za for guidelines for research articles and the submission 

process.   

Important dates   

1
st

 closing date for the submission of manuscripts: 14 February 2021  

Publication of the special focus issue: August 2021  

  

 



 

 

Abstract: 

Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) is caused by Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome  

Coronaviruses 2 (SARS-CoV-2). At present it is potentially a fatal disease and is of great   

global public health concern. The pathophysiological understanding of the mode of         

transmission of COVID-9 and the possible molecular targets are exploring successively to 

fight against this contagious disease. In this pandemic situation large number of countries 

have been forced to do social distancing and lockdown. The two main pathways of SARS-CoV

-2 transmission include (1) droplet infection via the respiratory secretions or by close person 

to person contact whereas (2) faecal to oral route transmission is also possible. Thus, the 

route of entry of SARS-CoV-2 are through the nasal and or oral cavity. Here we reviewed   

briefly the current knowledge about COVID-19, considering the potential explanation of the 

mode of transmission and the different possible molecular drug targets. We highlighted      

potential approaches to address the antiviral therapy inhibiting the replication of SARS-CoV-2 

in the host targeting (a.) RNA-dependent RNA polymerase (b.) serine protease and (c.)        

proteolytic activation pathways or the cell membrane receptor called the angiotensin          

converting enzyme-2 (ACE2). The recently exercised immuno-enhancement therapy to fight 

against SARS-CoV-2 and treatment strategy using drug combination are also explored here in 

this review. 

Keywords: Severe acute respiratory syndrome coronavirus 2 (SARS-CoV-2), corona virus   

disease 2019 (COVID-19), pathophysiology, mechanism of transmission, molecular drug      

targets. 

 

 

Interesting Read!!! 



 

 

We welcome any news from our society        

members. If you have anything interesting you 

wish to add to our next issue, please contact: 

Dr ‘Makhotso Lekhooa at email address:                           

makhotso.lekhooa@nwu.ac.za 


