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ISSUE 1, JANUARY 2019 

Dear Members 

Compliments of the season. 

We hope you had a good rest during the 

well-deserved summer break and are ready 

for the new academic year. 

We are so excited to kick-start our second 

year of the SASBCP newsletter.   

We would like to thank every member for the valuable contributions 

made and sharing of milestones with the SASBCP community during 

2018.  We are also grateful for the newsletters team that brings every is-

sue to life monthly, which led to a successful 2018 series.  

We look forward to hearing from you, so that we can feature your contri-

butions and celebrate your achievements in our 2019 newsletter series. 

Please send through contributions by the 15th of each month to           

makhotso.lekhooa@nwu.ac.za. 

On behalf of the SASBCP EXCO, we would wish you a successful and 

prosperous 2019!!!! 

 

   

 

      

The University of Pretoria will host the annual 

SASBCP conference to take place  5-7 October  2019. 

mailto:makhotso.lekhooa@nwu.ac.za
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The FUNDISA AFRICAN ACADEMY OF MEDICINES DEVELOPMENT 

and TIERVLEI TRIAL CENTRE presents a CLINICAL INVESTIGATOR 

(AND SITE STAFF) CERTIFICATION COURSE, from the 11-15 March 

2019, at  the  Nitida Wine Farm, Durbanville, Cape Town. 

 

Since 2015, Fundisa Academy and Tiervlei Trial Centre have hosted the 

successful Clinical Investigators and Site Staff Certification (CLIC) 

course in Cape Town and Johannesburg. Different levels of training are 

available. 

 

CLIC LEVEL 1 covers the core knowledge in the preparation and con-

duct of studies at investigational sites. This two-day option is aimed at: 

Sub/Co-Investigators, Study Nurses, Study Coordinators. 

CLIC LEVEL 2 covers the knowledge in regulatory and managerial as-

pects required of Principal Investigators (and Clinical trial managers), ac-

cording to ICH-GCP definitions and National Legislation. This five-day 

option is aimed at: Principal Investigators, Clinical Trial Managers, Site 

Managers.  

 

Pre-register before 31 December 2018 and 2018 registration fees will 

apply. 

Registrations received in 2019 will be subject to a annual fee increase.   

Registration deadline: Thursday, 28 February 2019  

For more information and to register, contact info@fundisa-

academy.com. Space is limited. 
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European funding agencies  to make full and           

immediate Open Access to research publications a 

reality 

 

In September 2018, a group of European government funding 

agencies announced the creation of cOAlition S, an organization 

created to implement “Plan S,” an initiative designed to ensure 

that “by 2020 scientific publications that result from research 

funded by public grants provided by participating national and 

European research councils and funding bodies, “must be pub-

lished in compliant Open Access Journals or on compliant Open 

Access Platforms.”  

 

More info available: https://sites.google.com/view/

plansopenletter/home 
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IT IS WITH GREAT SADNESS THAT WE ANNOUNCE THE 

PASSING OF 

Professor Michael Roy Jobson 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 August 1955- 18 January 2019 
 

Specialist Clinical Pharmacologist 
MBChB(UCT); MMed (Fam Med) (Medunsa); MFGP(SA) 

HDipEdAd(Rand) 
 
Prof Jobson graduated from UCT in 1979. In 1987, he obtained his master’s 
degree in Family Medicine (MPrax Med) at  MEDUNSA. In 1988 he became 
a Member of the Faculty of General Practice MFGP(SA) at The College of 
Medicine of South Africa. In 1989, he obtained a Higher Diploma for Educa-
tors of Adults (HDipEdAd) from the University of the      Witwatersrand. In 
2011, he became an Associate of the College of Clinical Pharmacologists at 
The College of Medicine of South Africa. From 1992-1993 he was awarded a 
Hubert H. Humphrey fellowship to the University of Minnesota, USA.  
He has worked in various medical institutions in SA and abroad including 
Baragwanath Hospital, South African Defence Force (Donald Fraser Hospital, 
Venda; Messina military base; various sick bays, I Military Hospital), Eden-
vale Hospital, Johannesburg, Odi Hospital,  Ga-Rankuwa Hospital/ Dr 
George Mukhari Academic Hospital, and Brompton Chest Hospital, London,  
United Kingdom practices.   
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He was a member of various Committees: 
 
 MCC’s (now SAPHRA) Clinical Trials Committee. Member 

– review, assessment and recommendation of clinical trials 
for Council approval. 

 MCC’s Nevirapine Task Team. Chairperson – leadership 
role in assessing the regulatory issues around single dose 
nevirapine monotherapy in the reduction of risk of intrapar-
tum transmission of HIV from mother to child. The 2004 
recommendation adopted by the MCC was to move away 
from monotherapy altogether. This was a decision 'ahead 
of its time'.  

 Medicines Control Council (MCC). Council member –    
regulatory issues.  

 MCC’s Pharmacovigilance Committee. Chairperson.    
Regulatory role in terms of safety of medicines and related 
substances.  

 North-West University Ethics Committee for research in  
human subjects 

 Chairperson: Rhodes University Ethical Standards       
Committee 

 Rhodes University HIV and AIDS Committee and Research 
Forum  

 MCC’s Complementary Medicines Committee, as part of 
the Minister of Health’s Medical Products Task Team    
strategy. 

 Allied Health Professions Council of South Africa 
(AHPCSA). Council member (as community                    
representative). 

 Professional Board Homoeopathy, Naturopathy and Phyto-
therapy (PBHNP) – delegated by AHPCSA as community 
representative. 

 Steering committee of Interim Council, and member of 
management committee of the Wellness Council of     
Southern Africa (WELLCOSA) 
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He was always actively involved in medical education and 
teaching including medical and postgraduate students at various 
Universities (University of Witwatersrand, Walter Sisulu Universi-
ty, Rhodes University and MEDUNSA/ Sefako Makgatho Health 
Sciences University. He was a facilitator in training medical 
courses, the author of radio, newspaper and television series in 
various health education ‘The Road to Health’ and promotion 
materials including the co-ordination of the Interim National 
Health Promotion Forum, National Progressive Primary Health 
Care Network, UNICEF at the Department of Health.  
He was also heavily involved in various medical research       
projects including assessment of numerous research protocols 
as a member of the MCC’s Clinical Trials Committee, and a 
member of Rhodes University Ethical Standards Committee and 
Higher Degrees Committee of the Faculty of Pharmacy, Rhodes 
University.  
He was an author of more than 30 scientific articles in peer      
reviewed journals and co-author of two books. He was an author 
of various technical and internet medical and social publications 
promoting health awareness, pharmacovigilance and social    
justice.  
His community involvement was outstanding and included:     
telephone crisis-counselling, physiology teaching for adult matric 
students, sex education and AIDS awareness teaching, hospice 
care of the terminally ill’ patients, Khulumani Support Group as 
informal/ad hoc adviser/strategist and co-facilitator of Father   
Michael Lapsley’s ‘Healing of Memories’ workshop, support 
Group Red Card Campaign for the World Soccer Cup. 
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Roy lived his life to the fullest always fighting for truth and      
ethical practices around health products in pharmaceutical     
sciences, caring for patients, fighting for respect, and social    
justice. His commitment to find the best regulatory approach to 
the complementary and traditional medicines was his priority. 
His passion was the fight against false advertising and         mar-
keting of health products in South Africa. He never gave up in 
searching for quality of health products to protect the public from 
misleading false advertising and marketing practices.   
 
He was a founding member of the  South African Association for 
Responsible Health Information and Advertising (ARHIA) and  
has called on the Medicines Control Council to remedy the     
untenable situation in which over 155 000 medicines on the mar-
ket have not had quality tests verified by the MCC. This   creates 
a serious public health risks, and he has warned that if anything 
is being done, it is too little and too late. He has called on regu-
lators to determine the harms-benefits profiles of      medicines 
and only register those medicines in which the     benefits clearly 
outweigh any potential harms. 
Roy was a humble man yet full of strength to stand up for things 
he believed in.    

Prof Jobson’s death is an immense loss for clinical pharmacolo-
gy and for the Department of Pharmacology and Therapeutics at 
Dr George Mukhari Academic Hospital/Sefako Makgatho Health 
Sciences University.  

 

May his soul rest in peace. 

http://www.arhiasa.info/
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We welcome any news from our society  members. If you 

have anything interesting you wish to add to our next     

issue, please contact: 

Dr ‘Makhotso Lekhooa: makhotso.lekhooa@nwu.ac.za. 


