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Congratulations to Dr Eric Decloedt, coordinator of 

Clinical Pharmacology teaching in the Division of     

Clinical Pharmacology at Stellenbosch University. He       

received a Teaching Excellence Award in the category  

“Developing Teacher” . This award recognizes excellent 

teaching and learning in higher education and offers an 

opportunity to value reflective and contextually aware 

teaching.  The ceremony took place at the Stellenbosch 

Institute for Advanced Study on 4 December 2018. 
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Masters and PhD Degree Research Opportunity, in 

the area of Dietary/Nutritional Supplements and Allied 

Research.  

 

The Division of Pharmacology, University of 

Witwatersrand has the opportunity for      

energetic, self-motivated students to pursue 

an academic degree for a Masters or PhD 

in the area of Dietary/Nutritional            

Supplement Research, on a full-time basis.  

 

The opportunity forms part of a National 

Research Foundation (NRF) Funded project, that will quality assess and    

laboratory screen commercially available supplement products in South      

African, with possible expansion to overseas markets. Besides academic   

value of the research and findings, the impact of this study will contribute to; 

(i) improved information, awareness, and education, (ii) assist legislative 

agencies, councils and forums, proactively, (iii) provide oversight in vigilance, 

enforcement and consumer protection, and (iv) provide practical                      

intervention(s) and policy development in the interest of health and wellness 

of consumers/ non-consumers of dietary/nutritional         

supplements.  

 

Applicants are expected to have a good command of  

English, a passion for bioanalytical research, and the  

ability to work independently, and as a research team 

member. Successful applicants will be required to comply 

with the University of Witwatersrand approved policies, procedures and  

practices for Masters and Doctoral degree studies, as well as the NRF     

conditions. A prerequisite in order to be considered among other                 

requirements, is to have attained 65% or above, in a suitable Health         

Sciences Honours programme.  

 

For more information contact, Dr Gary Gabriels Email: 

gary.gabriels@wits.ac.za 
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Factors Associated With High-Quality Guidelines 
for the Pharmacologic Management of Chronic 
Diseases in Primary Care. A Systematic Review 

As the rate of publication of new and sometimes conflicting medical research 
increases, clinicians rely heavily on clinical  practice guidelines (CPGs) to in-
form practice. However, CPGs are of widely variable quality, and there are 
no existing objective measures to rate the quality of CPGs.  JAMA Intern 
Med. Published online February 18, 2019. doi:10.1001/
jamainternmed.2018.7529  

Link to article: https://jamanetwork.com/journals/jamainternalmedicine/article-
abstract/2724395 

We welcome any news from our society  members. If you have   

anything interesting you wish to add to our next issue, please  

contact 

Dr ‘Makhotso Lekhooa: makhotso.lekhooa@nwu.ac.za. 
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